Treatment of digitalis intoxication by charcoal hemoperfusion (CHP).
In the present communication, we demonstrate the removal of digoxin both in vitro and in vivo from digoxin intoxicated dogs by use of hemoperfusion over activated charcoal. In vitro drug removal was 33 ml/min at mean blood flow rates of 160 ml/min. By 30 mins of in vitro perfusion 51% of drug was removed from the reservoir and by 2 1/2 hrs 83%. In vivo clearance in dogs was 55 ml/min at blood flow rates of 150 ml/min. In view of the poor success that has been encountered in the treatment of digoxin intoxication with other modalities, charcoal hemoperfusion may represent an effective method of rapid digoxin removal from blood.